By Hillel Yarkoni, From his book “75 years of Hebrew Shipping in Eretz Israel”
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No. of. registry: M. S. 20 n.x DIV .ON
Port of registry: Genova/Puerto Cortes :2IVWI9N 9
Call Sign: . TN N
Former Names: Mallock 1M MY
Year Built: 1919 1A MY
Built by: Smiths Docks Co. Ltd. Middlesboro D7 DY NN
Type: G.C. 1775 jyon v
GRT: .n .o 611 $90192 NN
NRT: .o 347 $903 NN
DWT: .0 900 1 0NYN
LOA: (M) n55.0 $9390 TIN
Breadth: (M) noo14 1AM
Draft: (M) YV
Eng.: Oil eng. 2 strokes single action $NON
Built by: Sulzer Bros Ltd. — Winterthur, Switzerland 2P Y NI
Speed: (Knots) Wi 6.5 PN
Owners: Leone Diena Fu Clemente / Israel Lewit 1oooya
Scrapped: 1953 1AV

A small cargo ship under ltalian flag. She was chartered by Israeli Ministry of
Defense in order to bring military equipment to lIsrael during the War of
Independence and particularly during the two cease-fires.

She was built in England in 1919. Her first name was “Mallock. In 1934, she was
purchased by Italian owners and renamed “Scio” after the Greek island of
“Khios”, on the Aegean Sea, and “Scio” is the Italian name for her.

A single bottom ship she was propelled by a submarine engine. She was built in
order to serve as a "Q - Ship". They were aimed to serve as a bait for German
U-boats, during the WW |. These ships were used during the WW |, and a short
period at the beginning of WW I, with not much success. Most probably, her
building started toward the end of WW | and she was completed as the regular
cargo ship soon after the war.



In Israel she started to sail, at the beginning, under ltalian flag and with entire
ltalian crew. After some time, lIsraeli seamen joined her in the capacity of
escorts. Later, the Ministry of Defense purchased her and chartered her to
“Hakibutz Hameuchad” for operation. Her flag was changed to the flag of
Honduras. According to the charter party she was allowed to sail on regular
merchant trips when not employed as a military equipment carrier. At this stage
mostly Israeli crew manned her, particularly members of the two kibbutzim
“Sdoth Yam” and “Maagan Michael”. Two Israeli Masters commanded her
interchangeably, Capt. Yair Braker and Capt Israel Averbach.

As mentioned earlier, her greatest contribution was durin% the two respites in the
War of Independence. The first from 11" of June till 9" of July 1948 and the
second from 18™ of July till the 15" of October. During these periods, the UN
strictly supervised the embargo on arms supply to the Jews, but was very soft on
the arms supply to the Arabs who received arms from the neighbor Arab
countries easily. Between 9" of July 1948 and 15" of May 1949, “Scio” made 7
arms supply voyages. The arms and other military equipment for the IDF were
usually hidden under the general cargo in the ship’s holds.

In 1951, during the great Israeli seamen strike, she was used as a radio station
of the strike leadership. Through the ship’s radio station a communication link
was maintained with the Israeli ships all over the world.

At the beginning of 1952, the charter party expired and she was returned to the
Ministry of Defense. She continued to operate by a private person, Avigdor
Slutzki and in January 1953 she was sold and scrapped.

“Scio” was actually the first seed from which an idea of Kibbutz shipping
company “Tarshish” - “Sela” was born. This company existed until 1968 when
she was bought by “ZIM”.

Hebrew version:

QY TI'Y NNNAN OWY [INVaN Twn T 7Y DNoN LR70'R 7aTa ,NIoR NIo N1'90
.12 NIAIDNN MY |UN1 1{7'Val NIXAXYN NN Ny 78U

2v nwd>1 1934 miwa "Mallock" n'n lwxan nnw .1919 mwa ,n'72182 NN121 N1'90N
"Scio" qwx 'karn 01 Khios it 'k ow 7y "Scio™? 97nin nnwi orp?0'R ofva T
NI qx1 L, NI7721¥7 ['m'o Ni'eo ,"Q-Ship"-> wnwh nuna nni 17w R70'RN DWN KN
NOIPNI NMIYKRIN D71IVN NNN7N2 W'Y 1IWN'Y N7 2100 NIMIXK )2 79 nT'yn 07 qian
910 NXIP7 N1'90N N1 7NINY N1INYT W' .N2Y nNYxN K77 ,n"Mwun 07190 nnnna oy
T 7Y YA .annmin N N7'a0 N0 N1'90) ,NN7WIN RN MIYKRIN D71VD Nnn'n

.N7190 N'NNN K77 ANtNENaNNa NN 7w vnn

NIX NPOYN 12N ,N"70'R N7UNN NNRPN XM 'R70'R DIxal '/R70'R 7212 Daf79n n7'nna
27w 0RO DR ,DMIND LNYIR 91X ATN JWN2 .72 DR NIDINN NN R0



N72T .TNINAN YIA'PN 7Y 719917 ANIK 10N1 N1'90N NIX [INV'AN TIWN WO NIF INIKN
[N NISIZNA ,NI7'A7 1N0N NIA7ONA NN7YON NX AIWOX NIDNN DO0N .0NITIN 7aT7 97nIn
NN 'Y LKW DX NN, NYIR N1'D0N DT 27w 'RAX TIYY N72INA NpovIn K7
28 DA CIDRY 07210 20 Y L1070 IR LIN0M aynl 0 NITY DN

272 R DA NaN

27 9-n TV r'7 11-n NIWRAN .NRISNN MY N9IZNA 7'V NNYA N1'O0N 7Y NN'wn
NTOR NIR'S D' D"IXD NIDIPNN NIKA N2I0PIR? 15 T 2117 18-nn 7nin nmwnl 1948
NN 172'71 D72 MR 19PYY DN 7Y 99N NIR'9Y7 TIaa 78w Wl N01dN NION 7y
nyux "INw” ;1949 'xna 15-1 1948 212 9-n 2 .N1dwN 1Y NIXARN DN7Y 'RAXD TN
NIV .N1'90N 7¥ 70N [yun? NNNn 2N% NNamn 7Ny 1y 'Raxn TN Wi niaon 7
NINN NIYXNXA .ANAYN 7¢ "wpn 'won” N nannn "ikw” ,0'’kn'n nn'av nya 1951

.071yN AN NIFZRY NIMKG ANfavn 170N Y vy 1avin n7Y INgRN

N'D.[IN0AN TIYN? DTN N1'90N1 AWTIN X7 n1DNN Noipn nao 1952 n'r'nna
N7191 NNy 1953 ANl pxI70 WIMAAX L'019 DT 7w 171p5Na a'79n7  nd'wnin
JIRVNAY

NI'NA'YPN 0'YN NNAN 79 [I'YIN DAY 1NN YR L JIYRID ['VIan DR nninn ik
1968 nmawa "orx" T Y 1woM) AWK TY mrnn Awx " y70" "wrwnn”



