Abril - X

By Hillel Yarkoni, From his book “75 years of Hebrew Shipping in Eretz Israel”

No. of registry: M.S. 74 »n.N 10V .oN
L. R. No.: 5312599
Port of registry: Haifa non IV Y1)
Date of registry: 5/9/1955 $ DY PPIND
Call Sign: . AN N
Former Names: , V9N )2 aywy 24 P - VN NN 1 ONNP MY
ex Argosy ex Abril, ex Uss Cythera Pk — 31
Year Built: 1931 111932 MY
Built by: Krupp Germania - Werft A. G. -Kiel, Germany 7 DY NI
Type: Yacht  noono N
GRT: N0 675 $10192 NN
NRT: .0 333 1103 NN
DWT: o :0NYN
LOA: (M) ) 62.18 $9291 TN
Breadth: (M) 09.17 :amn
Draft: (M) ) 3.366 VY
Eng.: 2 oil engines, 4 strokes, single action, 16 cylinders.3600 BHP/2648 KW NN
Built by: Atlas — Mak Maschinenbau — Kiel, Germany 2 Dy N2
Speed: (Knots) . TMPIN
Owners: PHMD IO )N :09ya
Deleted from Israeli registry: 1/1/1956 DIRIYN DIVIINND NPNM)
Scrapped: $NVM

In the past, clandestine immigration ship “Ben Hecht”. The ship was purchased with the
money donated by the American-Jewish organization “The League for Free Land of
Israel”. Ben Hecht was an assimilated Jewish American author and playwright who,
after the WW I, approached Jewish revisionist circles. In 1946, he wrote a play “A Flag
is born” in which he raised the issue of the Jewish rights to a free immigration to, that
time, Palestine. The play was a success on Broadway and all over the world. The
earnings from the play were donated to the League who financed the purchase of the
ship.



The ship was built as a private yacht named “Argosy”. During the civil war in Spain she
carried contraband arms for the Republicans. During the WW |l she was purchased by
the US Navy and served as Coast Guard ship named USS “Cythera”(PK - 31).

In 1946 she was purchased from US Coast Guard by an imaginary “Thyne Shipping
Company” in order to be used as a clandestine immigration ship. She was renamed
“ABRIL” (“April” in Spanish) and on the 27" of December 1946, hoisting the flag of
Honduras and manned by American volunteers, sailed for France. She arrived at Port
de Bouc, near Marseille, on the 10™ of January 1947 and there she was fitted for
accommodating immigrants. On the 1% of March 1947, she sailed with over 600
immigrants and crew. Two American journalists also joined the ship.

The ship approached the coast of Eretz Israel on 8" of March 1947. She was spotted by
British reconnaissance aircraft, stopped by British destroyers, boarded and without
opposition towed to Haifa. The Maapilim were exiled to Cyprus and the American crew,
after different adventures, repatriated to the States.

With the establishment of the Israeli Navy, “Ben Hecht” entered Navy service.

She was renamed “Maoz” (“Stronghold”) and marked Q- 24. She served as the parent
ship of explosion boats unit commanded by Yochai Bin Nun. In this capacity, on 22" of
October 1948, near the coast of Ashquelon she took part in the attack on two Egyptian
Navy ships, the flagship Emir el Faroug and the escorting minesweeper. Both ships
were sank.

In September 1955 she was registered as Israel merchant ship, under her previous
name “Abril”. Three businessmen, probably in the purpose of selling her abroad, owned
her. She was sold to Italy and renamed “Santa Maria del Mare” in the ownership of
Navigazione Libera di Golfo. She serves till today under ltalian flag, as a ferry in the
Gulf of Naples.
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"ABRIL"/ "SANTA MARIA DEL MARE" IN 2002



Hebrew version:

ONIWI-NIN WD NNDNY NIPIIIN-ITINIT YNINRD Y9DIN W) NMIND .70ON 127 DIDAYNN NMIN IaywH
DOWN NNNDN INRY DXVDNPTIAIN NN 2TIPNNY HIIANN YTIN INTNN) IND DY DY IRIPI ./ IPYIND
DTN DY DMOT NYN DX NoYN 12 (A flag is born”) 7191 D)1 Dwa 1NN 2N 1946 Mva .»MIvn
7919 172N NINNNKD MDIDNN .N2I1D 27NN 2N MNTINAL N2 NNYSND 19F NIND .TPYWHN POYD
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.(Pk - 31) ,USS 7Cythera” D3INN 99VN NISDI NVNIV)

oy ,”Company Thyne Shipping” DW2a NNYTH NNOD NN T HY DINNN VN YN NWI 1946 MV
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TN POMAPY W) DIAYNN .NND PANND RID NN PVIIIN ONN DY MNNWN ST DY NINY) NN

27N WD, MINY MRPNIIN INKD PIRPIINND DXATINDN
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2P ,0XPOY SVIN NYIDY MOYI ,75>71IN DY DNIYW DY IMDN NPIN DWINI NNYI) 1955 1200902
2NN NN DWI OINRTND

172N2 919N Y1912 NNAYNI NWHRYR XXM Santa Maria Del Mare” -9 200 NnY ,mMYVIND N790) N1
N DY DNY TY NNMP NN OPYVIN 93T Nt DWa , Tpona .Navigazione Libera Di Golfo
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“ABRIL” in 2002 -2 "ymax”



