Geula - n71ixa

By Hillel Yarkoni, From his book “75 years of Hebrew Shipping in Eretz Israel”
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“Paducah” entering the Mediterranean

No. of. Registry: S/S 29 P/N 10V .oN
Port of Registry: Haifa non $2IVWIN Y
Date of Registry: 12/11/1948 1 DIV PIND
Call Sign: . $ANYYP N
Former Names: Paducah, Ex Uss Paducah (Pg 18) 00NP MY
Year Built: 1902 11192 MY
Built By: Gas Engine & Power, Morris Heights, Ny - Usa 27 DY NN
Type: G.C. 95 Jon 00
GRT: .N.0970 :10)92 NN
NRT: . 1903 NOION
DWT: . $ 0NN
LOA: (M) N 55 9290 TIN
Breadth: (M) 0N 10.3 :amA
Draft: (M) . YV
Eng.: . $NMON
Built By: . 27 DY HMA)
Speed: (Knots) wp 10 PN
Owners: »Ships And Vessels” MDY NPINY 1oooya
Deleted From Israeli Registry: 15/5/1951 PIRIVIN DIVIINND NPHM
Scrapped: 1951 LR PH

Formerly a clandestine immigration ship under the same name. She was one of
two ships purchased in USA and who were destined to carry 4500 maapilim from
Rumania, with the consent of the Rumanian authorities, through the Bulgarian
port of Burgas. The other ship was “Medinat Hayehudim” (“The Jewish State”).
Both ships were refitted at the same shipyard and on the most important legs of
the trip, sailed in together.

“Geula” was built as a gunboat for the US Navy and her first name was
“Paducah”, (after a small town at the meeting point of the rivers Tennessee and



Ohio in the State of Kentucky. (“Paducah” was the name of an Indian leader,
Paduke, of Chickasaw tribe known as a tribe specializing in building boats). The
ship saw action in two World Wars as a patrol ship, escorting convoys and finally
as gunnery training ship. In 1947, the Weston Trading Co., a cover company
acting on behalf of the Mosad, bought her in Miami.

In May 1947, after an initial adapting her for accommodating of maapilim, she
sailed under Panamanian flag, from Miami, via Horta on the Azores Islands, to
Lisbon, Portugal and later to Bayonne, France. Her crew consisted of American
volunteers, Jews and non-dews and under the command of American Master
Capt. Rudolph W. Patzert. After a period of refitting works in France, she sailed,
on the 4" of August to the Bulgarian port of Burgas.

On the 26™ of September, she sailed Burgas with 1388 maapilim on board. The
commander of the ship was Mordechai (Moka) Limon, later the first Chief of the
new Israeli Navy. The American Master and most of the volunteers remained on
board. After the crossing of the Dardanelle narrows, she was renamed “Geula”.
The original plan was to transfer the maapilim of “Geula”, at the distance of about
200 miles from the Palestinian coast, to “Medinat Hayehudim” in order to avoid
her falling into British hands, and to use her again. This plan was abandoned due
to the overcrowding on the “Medinat Hayehudim”. The uneventful voyage took 7
days.

Both ships sailed in company until south of the island of Rodos and here, in order
to make the task of the Palestine Patrol more difficult, the ships parted. “Geula”
headed for Haifa and “Medinat Hayehudim” for Tel-Aviv. On the 2™ of October,
following a passive opposition, the British boarding party took over and towed
her, surrounded by 7 destroyers of the Royal Navy, to Haifa. Most of the
maapilim were sent to the camps in Cyprus and some to the camp in Atlit.

With the British Mandate ending, the ship was overhauled and on the 14" of
October 1948, a ceremony of hoisting the Israeli Flag on her was held. She
sailed to Naples and stayed there till sold to breakers.

Hebrew version:

D 4500 NIIYND YTYP 27NN IWIT IUN NPIN XNYN NNNR NN .0MD19yN NP0 1aywd
NPT NNMN TIYN NMIND .OIXN NN DN TIT ,MNVHYN DY TAPNI ITONA ,NIMIN
MDAN ORIV NIND DYDN DY DXNWNN DIYOPIY NMADNN NMINA DXAPNIA NN JPNY /DI

S

, TN WI9N ,MVP DN YY) ,7Paducah” : yNMpnn NNV .27NIN I8 1Y DXNMN NPODD NN
OOIPN OMTOINR PN YV MY NI DYD 27NN OPVIP DYTHI L, PIINY DIV
DOWN MNNON SNVA NANNYN (MO P12 NNHNN WX ,Chickasaw vVawNn ,”Paduke”
YTYOY ONNONA NV L1947 NIV .NNNMIN MINK NSO IDIATY MY OND 9N PO *PPana
NN LTOMN MY MDY DYV IWR Weston Trading Co. N7aN MYNNNA ,MOYY TOMN
(Horta) NVN 9001 TIT ,20ND1 ,NNID KX TA,NNDON ,000WN NVIOPY TPNVYNRI MDD INND ,1947
DXTHIND 1Y NI NYAIND ,NOIND PRI DN 5NV PADYY ,DPINND OYNIY



LOIN9 a99YTY ONPINND DINN-AT DY YN DN KDY DN DINPINN
XM HNMY ,LOMINA 4-1 ,NNYIN NN DN NMPN INND .(Capt. Rudolph W. Patzert)
Natabbikl

VD (NPM) 29T TN AMIND TP .ANDD YY DD 1388 DY NIYON ,1947 920VHDA 26-2
TUNRND YINY) SNPHRN DINSD DY 1210 21 VIS DIINN 27 IOXIWNT D-DN TPoN MY
NN YI0Y »1D MIWAN DIVIN D 1XIYN NVIND ONY DY YTV 1MIDON DY W DM012N .MDINN
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L, D937 92y AINNRD .NINND DDITITN I8N NN 92HVIDY 27-2 DINDI I8N NN 1Y NPIND
SY PNINA AYND DRdN TNPNN . TPDNN IAINRWY PYTY” YW Dy 9onn
IWANDY PNIDINY NN NN YND YT DY NOTNRID PADINNG DWW NN XNIND 9NN D0 200-5
NYIY NIWNI MHZINN OITINN NOTH DY NOITIN MM HDH2 NYVIA NIDNN N2 NN VIOV
oY MYPNY N DY ,NT NINDY DI OXD NN/ITT INDON NPIND .DXTNPN DIWPN NYY 00
2-2 .AN-OND 7OYTIPN NPT NOND NDOWNN PNDINYY LTI ,NPYIIAN NMIND DY Apynn
SV MNNWYN 7 5122 ,NMIN 1IN PNINY DY DXVII1IN HONYN ,NPDY MTNNN INKD ,I1IVPINA
- DIN2 DXT NN PINL,TNNN YR DX DATINNDN TAN DOV NN Y1012 .N9ND P02 dNIDHNT I8N
SY DI 2 OYTD DN TNNDY DAVD DXVIANND YN XTI ,TNNN DY DA NI TPWI 2D

PYNY MNNY INDWI MIVY NN POIIGPY W) D990

IRIWY DYT 1PHY 9N 0N DPLA L1948 92VPIND 14-2) ,NMIND N8NV D121 VTIND DPNDIVA
VYD NIDN) AIUN TY NNAWIN DY ODINID DN NMIND



