By Hillel Yarkoni, From his book “75 years of Hebrew Shipping in Eretz Israel”
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No. of. Registry: S/S 25 /N IV .oN
Port of Registry: Haifa non 1 0IYIN I
Date of Registry: 8/8/1948  :@IW NN
Call Sign: . NP N
Former Names: Trade Winds, ex T. V. Mc. Alister, ex Uscgc Gresham (Wpg)  :090p mnvy
Year Built: 1897 1792 MY
Built By: Globe, I. W. - Clevland 5% nnaa»
Type: G.C. 995 WON 0
GRT: JN.D741 VA NDION
NRT: . $10) NOION
DWT: . 10NN
LOA: (M) N 58 19291 TIN
Breadth: (M) N9 12
Draft: (M) . YV
Eng.: . $NMON
Built By: . 27 DY HA)
Speed: (Knots) wp 10 PN
Owners: »Ships And Vessels” s Henry Prasante nviy19 30 7 7m»ao) nmne 1000y
Deleted From Israeli Registry: 7/6/195 PINIVIN DIVIINND NPHMI
Scrapped: 1951 LR PN

Formerly, a clandestine immigration ship of the same name. Originally an
American Coast Guard vessel “Gresham” that operated on Lake Michigan. In
1898, saw action during Spanish — American war. Later operated on patrol
missions along the northeastern coast of USA. She returned to US Coast Guard
and served as such till the beginning of the First World War. During the war she
operated as a U-boat detection ship in the Atlantic and also along the east coast
of US. After she was released from the Navy and from the Coast Guard she was
converted to a banana ship and renamed “Trade Winds”.



In 1947, she was purchased by the Mosad. The American company, “United Fruits
Co.”, which was used as a cover for the Mosad ’s activities, and owned by an
American Jew, made the purchase. The ship anchored in Miami and from there
sailed, under the command of a hired American, non Jewish, Captain, to
Baltimore. The whole crew was mostly American Jewish volunteers, having no
former professional maritime background. After a rough sea passage to Baltimore
she underwent some repairs and in the beginning of March 1947, sailed to Lisbon,
Portugal. Here she underwent major repairs and was adapted to accommodate
immigrants. The whole operation was directed by Yehuda Baharav, a member of
the Mosad , under the cover name of Capt. Diamond, apparently acting as a
representative of United Fruits Co.The local secret police was suspicious of
Yehuda Baharav activities in Portugal and arrested him. Luckily, the ship was not
moored to the berth, but anchored in harbor anchorage; she succeeded to sail
unnoticed, immediately with Baharv’s arrest. The ship sailed to Marseille then to
Port de Bouge in France. Yehuda Baharev was released shortly afterwards.

The first party of immigrants boarded the ship at an anchorage near the ltalian
town of Portovenere, at the mouth of the Gulf of La Spezia. The ship sailed on
May 8" 1947 with 1414 immigrants on board. The man in charge, or the ship’s
commander, as he was called that time, was Israel Rotem aided by two others:
Alex Shor, later the Commanding Officer of the Israel Navy Ship, the destroyer
“Eilath”, and Meir Falik, all of them members of Palyam.

With the exception of two births, the voyage passed uneventfully. On May 16",
the ship was detected by British reconnaissance aircraft and soon afterwards
intercepted by a Royal Navy destroyer. Subsequently she was surrounded by six
destroyers of the Royal Navy and after an opposition, which lasted for few hours,
she was brought to Haifa. On the same day the maapilim were transferred to
British transport ships and deported to the camps in Cyprus. Some of them,
included babies were allowed to stay in Palestine.

After the proclamation of Israel Independence, the ship was used for bringing the
interned ma’apilim from Cyprus and new olim (immigrants) from France.

At the beginning of 1949 she was adapted for service in the new Israeli Navy, but
after a short period she was returned to the “Ships and Vessels”. Subsequently
she was sold to an Israeli named Henry Prezante, who tried, unsuccessfully to
operate her as a passenger ship. She was declared as unseaworthy and in 1951
sold to breakers.
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