Kadima - an'1p

By Hillel Yarkoni, From his book “75 years of Hebrew Shipping in Eretz Israel”

:

N1ann [IX'TIN NIA'TRA

No. of. registry: M.S. 24 . : 0V 0N
Port of registry: Haifa non 09N b
Date of registry: 11/10/1948 IV PIND
Call Sign: o $ANYYP N
Former Names: Raffaelucia ex Excelsior, ex Peloro 10MNNP MY
Year Built: 1921 19 MY
Built by: Cantieri Navali Peloritano - Messina 27 DY NI
Type: G.C. 995 Jy0N AL
GRT: .N.v 351 110992 NN
NRT: o $10) NN
DWT: o 1 0RYN
LOA: (M) BaY:51 $9390 TIN
Breadth: (M) n8.8 1AM
Draft: (M) )N 35 YV
Eng.: Diesel 240 HP 075240 YT :NN
Built by: Deutsche Motoren Werke D7 DY M)
Speed: (Knots) WP 6.5 N
Owners: "Ships and Vessels" »m»aoy) nmny 1oyl
Deleted from Israeli registry: 15/5/1951 PINIVIN DIVIINND NPHMI
Scrapped: 1951 : VM

Formerly, a clandestine immigration ship. Sailing vessel built of wood with, two
masts and auxiliary engine. In November 1947, an UN commission appointed to
investigate the possible ways of solution to Palestine problem was about to arrive
to the country.

Due to political pressure, the period was of relatively little Mosad’s activity in ltaly
and France. But toward the visit of the commission, Jewish leaders were
interested in a dramatic arrival of an “illegal” ship. Mosad’s people in ltaly,
headed by Ada Sereni, made everything in order to find an adequate ship that
would be able to arrive in Palestine at the proper time. At that time, the future
“Kadimah” was anchored in Naples and strikebound, as the crew did not receive
their wages. She was purchased and after the crew was paid, released, fitted in a
shipyard of Porto Venere, near La Spezia, supplied and prepared to sail.



On the 5™ of November, 800 Ma’apilim, among them last 70 exiles of “Exodus”
embarked on board. The ship sailed the same night commanded by ltalian
Captain and 8 ltalian crewmembers. Zeev Paz, a member of the Palyam,
commanded the ship on behalf of the Mossad. After 10 days, on the 15" of
November she was stopped by the British Navy, near Beirut. She was brought to
Haifa on the next day and the Maapilim were transferred to Cyprus. Despite all
efforts she was late to meet the UN commission.

On the night when “Kadimah” sailed, another clandestine immigration ship
“Albertina” sailed. According to the plan “Albertina” was to transfer her Maapilim
to “Kadimah” before approaching the Palestinian coast. The plan was abandoned
due to radio communication problems.

With the end of the British mandate, “Kadimah” joined the Israeli Merchant
Marine, but in 1950, she ran aground and in 1951 she was deleted from registry.
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