Tel Hai - 'n-"n

By Hillel Yarkoni, From his book “75 years of Hebrew Shipping in Eretz Israel”

No. of registry: M.S. 38 .»m.x -7 0 IK-77)
Port of registry: Haifa non 29N b
Date of registry: 28/4/1949 1 DIV PPIND

Call Sign:

Former Names:

Asya, ex Steamer, ex Macedonia,
ex Panorimitis, ex Zingara, ex Yacht

$ NP N

$OMMNP IV

Year Built: 1875 1% MY
Built by: R. Steele & Co. - Newcastle 27 DY NN
Type: o N
GRT: N0 427 $10792 NN
NRT: N0 268 1103 NVIIN
DWT: . 1 0RYN
LOA: (M) N 56.7 9391 TIN
Breadth: (M) N 7.65 1amn
Draft: (M) . YV
Eng.: Oil eng. 11390
Built by: Wumay - Gorlitz 275 by NMA)
Speed: (Knots) TP 10 PN
Owners: DY NNADY 172N DT :0ohya

21/3/1954 DINIYIN DIVIINN NPNM)

Deleted from Israeli registry:

Previously, a clandestine immigration ship, of the same name. Originally, a
Turkish merchant vessel, of iron construction, which used to carry bulk cargoes
and cattle. She was brought to Marseille and put for sale. In 1946 the Mosad,
bought her and adapted to carry 700 immigrants.

On March 17" 1946, she sailed from the port of La Ciotat near Marseille, with
736 maapilim from camps in Belgium and Marseille, all of them carrying entrance
visas to a South American country.

She was the first clandestine immigration ship who sailed from France after the
Second WW.

The man in charge of the ship on behalf of the Mosad was Israel Rosenboim —
Rotem aided by Haim Miller and radio operator Yoash Zidon. The Captain of the



ship was a Turk named Ahmed Igme and the crew consisted of Greeks and one
ltalian.

The ship sailed in rough weather and had to seek shelter in the Strait of Boniface
and in the island of Crete. The original plan was to meet another ship, the
“Wingate sailed few days earlier from ltaly, and to transfer her maapilim to
“Telhai”. Due to delays of both ships the meeting was cancelled and each ship
sailed independently.

On March 26" British aircraft discovered the ship and few hours later a British
destroyer intercepted her and a boarding party boarded the ship. The radio
operator succeeded to report the boarding to the Mosad and threw the
transmitter overboard. On the next day, the ship arrived Haifa and all the
maapilim were sent to the camp in Atilt. The Mosad escorts succeeded to slip
away and avoid arrest. The Turkish crew, after spending few months in British
prison in Acre, was repatriated to Turkey.

For about four and a half years the ship was registered in Israeli registry as a
merchant ship. Nothing, at this stage, is known of her operation or whereabouts.
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